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I COURT APPOINTMENT

On June 30, 2020, the Harris County Commissioners Court authorized JAD to develop a
dashboard to enhance transparency and build public trust with Harris County court appointment
practices. JAD launched the court appointments dashboard in October 2020 and, within a
month of launching, felony public defender appointment rates increased significantly to 18
percent (up from an 8 percent average the month prior and more than twice the rate of any
month so far this year).

The dashboard can be used to view both felony and misdemeanor court appointment rates
(private attorney vs. public defender) for years 2017—2020 and can be accessed here:
https://jad.harriscountytx.gov/Data/The-Court-Appointments-Dashboard

BN ABOUT THE COURT APPOINTMENTS DASHBOARD

The Court Appointments Dashboard displays the total number of private defense attorney
appointments by year versus the Public Defender’s Office in the Felony and Misdemeanor
Courts Division. The dashboard is broken out by the following: year and month, court division,
individual court or by Judge, attorney appointment type, the total count of cases appointed,
and the appointment rate for the public defender.

For Misdemeanor Courts, The Public Defender’s Office is appointed to represent indigent

defendants with a mentalillness and/or intellectual disability within its daily or annual caseload
capacity and defendants in appellate cases unless there is a conflict.
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lIl. DASHBOARD GUIDE

The Court Appointments dashboard contains two views into the data, By Court, and By Judge.

By Court:

Attorney Appointments For Harris County Felony and Misdemeanor Courts Justice Administration Department ®
Calendar Year Count of appointments reflect non-distinct Case Number counts where only Private Attorney and Public [ By Judge o By Court } [ NLUE;L: e; ;‘uw ]
@ 2021 Defender's Office (PDQ) attorneys were appointed. Name of judges are coded from JWEB records without
2020 any substitutions or corrections. Court Information reflects Appointed Court and in case of data entry
2019 error there may be inconsistency in how courts and judges are linked to a case and attorney. Court
2018 All v
2017
32450 3306
Court Type Total Appointments Public Defender Appointments Court  Appointed PDO Appointed PDO Appointment
Attorney Count Count Rate
Select all =
W relony 29144 ’ 10.19% m e e oser
Misdemeanor . ) X K 176 1255 15 1.18%
Private Attorney Appointments Public Defender Appointment Rate 177 1185 124 9.47%
178 1213 242 16.63%
Courts Attorney Type Appointed Attorney Public Defender 179 1413 238 14.42%
Year Count of Cases % of Cases Count of Cases % of Cases 180 1588 156 8.94%
7S o8 2b2 182 1315 191 12.68%
= iy G e wom
izs g 283 February 2988 89.76% 341 10.24% 18 1084 19 1518%
March 4329 91.62% 396 8.38% o v - v
208 1349 149 9.95%
177 208 337 April 3859 90.10% 424 9.90% 209 1204 53 4.22%
May 3433 91.06% 337 8.94% 28 1011 220 17.87%
e oS o June 3787 89.55% 442 10.45% 230 1311 16 121%
July 3745 87.32% 544 12.68% 232 1119 168 13.05%
August 3246 87.73% 454 12.27% ) A = p—
179 228 339 Total 29144 89.81% 3306 10.19% 262 1460 16 1.08%
263 1185 105 8.14%
180 230 351 337 1092 219 16.70%
338 1593 48 2.93%
339 1134 264 18.88%
182 232 RIC
351 1240 224 15.30%
RIC 1623 108 6.24%
183 248

1. Filter options on the dashboard include “Year”, “Court Type” and “Court”
a. Year: Filter data based on the date the private attorney or public defender was appointed
b. Court Type: Filter data based on the court of appointment
c. Court: Filter data based on the court number

2. The page summarizes the total count of cases appointed by year and month, attorney appointment
type, and the public defender appointment rate. Unclick the selected option to clear the filter.
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By Judge:

Attorney Appointments For Harris County Felony and Misdemeanor Courts Justice Administration Department @
Calendar Year Count of appointments reflect non-distinct Case Number counts where only Private Attorney and Public [ By Jud a By Court } [ !Li Fi‘:i :M“ | }
@ 2021 Defender's Office (PDO) attorneys were appointed. Name of judges are coded from JWEB records without ¥ Juege y Solr R
2020 any substitutions or corrections. Court Information reflects Appointed Court and in case of data entry
2019 error there may be inconsistency in how courts and judges are linked to a case and attorney. Judge
2018 All v
2017
32450 3306
. . . Judge Total Case PDO
Court Type Total Appointments Public Defender Appointments Appointment  Appointment
Select all v Rate
M Felony 29144 10.19% Judge Brock Thomas 2038 6.04%
Misdemeanor Private Attorney Appointments Public Defender Appointment Rate Judge Dasean A fmes . 1741 BL6%
Judge Ramana Nicole Franklin 1642 3.05%
Judge Ana Maria Martinez 1641 14.50%
Courts Attorney Type Appointed Attorney Public Defender Judge Danilo Lacayo 1511 12.64%
Year Count of Cases % of Cases Count of Cases % of Cases Judge James Gregory Glass 1474 9.97%
174 184 262 Judge Lori Chambers Gray 1459 0.89%
8 2021 29144 89.81% 3306 10.19% Judge Natalia Cornelio 1421 15.69%
176 185 263 JELILELS) sl LR 368 B:I27% Judge Hilary Diane Unger 1401 19.41%
February 2988 89.76% 341 10.24% Judge Te'lva Johnson Bell 1366 19.18%
March 4329 91.62% 39 8.38% Judge Charles Milton Silverman 1319 17.59%
177 208 337 April 3859 90.10% 424 9.90% Judge Christopher Dean Morton 1311 122%
May 3433 91.06% 337 8.94% Judge Jason Luong 1306 2.99%
T o R June 3787 89.55% 442 10.45% Judge Robert Clark Johnson Jr. 1285 9.42%
July 3745 87.32% 544 12.68% Judge Joshua Hill 1279 13.14%
August 3246 87.73% 454 12.27% Judge Kathryn Colleen Gaido 1268 16.48%
179 228 339 Total 29144 89.81% 3306 10.19% Judge Amy Dianne Martin 1267 8.13%
Judge Hazel Beatrice Jones 1258 1.03%
Judge Abigail Anastasio 1254 15.47%
180 230 351 Judge Nikita V. Harmon 1244 1.29%
Judge Brian E Warren 1242 4.21%
182 232 RIC Judge Kelli Diane Johnson 1219 17.47%
Judge Frank Aguilar 1183 17.58%
Judge Mark Kent Ellis 199 5.03%
183 248 Judge Leslie Brock 30 30.00%

1. Filter options on the dashboard include “Year”, “Court Type” and “Court”
a. Year: Filter data based on the date the private attorney or public defender was appointed
b. Court Type: Filter data based on the court of appointment
c. Court: Filter data based on the court number

2. The page summarizes the total count of cases appointed by year and month, attorney appointment
type, and the public defender appointment rate. Unclick the selected option to clear the filter.

3. Judges shown are not the complete list of appointed case counts; only the Judge’s judges with a
statistically significant count of appointed cases for the filters selected are shown.
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METHODS AND ASSUMPTIONS

Information presented in this application is generated through a query against a case management
application database commonly referred to as JWEB in Harris County, Texas. The query specifically
counts private attorney (“AAT”) and public defender (“DAT”) appointments. The query looks explicitly
at a table of attorney appointments that is commonly referred as “yg” in the system. The counting
algorithm considers two consecutive DAT appointments as one DAT appointments while counting
consecutive AAT appointments as individual appointments. This idea reflects the concept that two DATs
are essentially one entity. The date represented here reflects the date of attorney appointment. Since
the data is refreshed regularly data entry changes and errors are expected. For example, there are
instances where appointment date, attorney identifier, and Judge identifiers may be missing resulting
in BLANK values.

COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS

We hope you find this guide useful; for any questions pertaining to the dashboard, please contact
jad@jad.hctx.net. For interview requests, to receive more educational and informational materials from
JAD, and or to receive our newsletter, please reach out to media@jad.hctx.net.
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